Minutes of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board Meeting

February 11, 2016 Regular Meeting

The February 11, 2016 Regular Meeting of the Recreation and Parks Advisory Board was convened at 7:03 pmin
the Social Room of the Oak Ridge Civic Center with Alan Tatum, Chair, presiding.

Roll Call

Present: Naomi Asher, Steve Dittner, Ray Garrett, Kevin Hoyt, David Kitzmiller, Fay Martin, Dan Robbins and Alan
Tatum.

Absent: Ken Rueter.

Approval of the january 14, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes

A motion to approve the minutes for the January 14, 2016 regular meeting was made by David and seconded by
Ray. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Approval of the January 30, 2016 Work Session Minutes

A motion to approve the minutes of the January 30, 2016 Work Session was made by Ray and seconded by Fay.
The minutes were approved unanimously.

Appearance and Citizen Comments

Members of the Blankenship Foundation in attendance were introduced, as was Mary Lou Daugherty,
representing the League of Women Voters.

Election of 2016 Officers

Ray nominated Alan to serve another term as Chair, with a second from Fay. Alan was unanimously reelected.
Dan then nominated Steve as Vice Chair, with a second from Fay. Steve was elected unanimously.

Presentation by the Blankenship Field Revitalization Foundation on a Local Park and Recreation Fund {LPRF)

grant application for synthetic turf for Blankenship Field

Mike Mullins, Oak Ridge Schools Athletic Director, presented on behalf of the Blankenship Field Revitalization
Foundation. The Foundation requested a vote of support from the Park Board for an application for a Local Parks
& Recreation Fund (LPRF} grant from the State of Tennessee. The Foundation has requested that the City apply
for the grant on their behalf. A motion of support from the Park Board is required for the grant application. The
grant, along with a match from the Blankenship Foundation, would be used to build a synthetic turf field at the
high school football stadium. See the attached outline of the presentation. A question & answer session
followed the presentation, with questions from the Board about total cost, safety and workload added to the




Recreation & Parks Department to assist with the grant application. David made a motion for a vote to support
the proposal, with a second from Steve. The motion passed unanimously.

Beard Work Plan — Final Reports for the 2015 Work Plan

Bell Update:

¢ Alan reported that the Bell Committee had a booth at the Naticnal Park Service public input meeting on
the Manhattan Project National Historical Park, held February 1, 2016 at the Dak Ridge High School. At
least five Park Board members were in attendance. The committee distributed a new one-page
brochure, which will also be available at the NPS temporary headquariers inside AMSE.

¢ Alan stated that the Bell Committee continues to develop the fundraising strategy.

e He also reported that the committee continues to evaluate the timing of the project and how it can be
coordinated with the development of the Manhattan Project National Historical Park. It would be very
desirable to have the Bell permanently housed within walking distance of the Park headquarters, but no
one knows when the iocation of the permanent headquarters will be determined. Some potential major
donors to the project have recommended waiting on the Park Service decision.

o David asked if consideration has been given t¢ constructing a temporary structure for the Bell. Alan said
there has been discussion, but no decision has been made.

Bike/Ped Committee;

& North Ridge Trail — Ray has scheduled a hike 10 lock at areas where the trail leaves public property.
When the trail was built there was little development on the north side of the ridge, but recent
development has pointed out areas where the trail was built outside the City greenbelt.

¢ East Fork Poplar Creek — No response yet from the City Attorney on questions about the easement
agreement and no response yet from the Schools on use of the Robertsville property. The walk-through
scheduled for February 27" has been postponed due to scheduling conflicts.

¢ Dan mentioned the upcoming 50K Tree Day event, a state-wide effort to plant 50,000 trees in one hour
on Saturday, February 27". The Oak Ridge tree planting will take place in an open area adjacent to
Melton Lake Greenway and Haw Ridge Park.

e Steve added that there would be a trail building day at Haw Ridge, also on the 27", to complete the trail
around the south side of the Life Development Center. Sign-in will be at 8:30 am with trail work to begin
at 9 am.

e Dan stated that he has spoken to Lance Austin about property taxes related to the abandoned CSX rail
line that the City would like to convert to a rails-to-trails project.

Community Funding Opportunities Committee:

s Jon reported that brochures have been placed in distribution boxes in several locations.

Long Term Strategy/Needs Assessment:

* No Report.



Trail Stewardship:

o Steve is in the process of creating an informal coordinating committee for trail work.

Grants;

e Alan reported that the letter to Mr. Watson from the Board is ready to send.

Programming;

& Alan is continuing to work an a condensed version of the Department presentation.

Unfinished Business:

e None.

New Business:
e Kevin stated that he has contacted TWRA and they are interested in assisting with a Free Fishing Day in

Oak Ridge, as he had suggested at the work session. It may not be feasible to organize for June of this
year, but he will begin laying the groundwork on developing a plan for the event in the future.

Updates and Observations (Non Action ltems):

¢ CVB-—noreport.

¢ Dan reported 800 volunteer hours from Greenways Oak Ridge in 2015. He noted that the Parks crew
has been dropping hazard trees along Melton Lake Greenway and Emory Valley Greenway. He also
asked about getting a new Cedar Hill greenway sign at Blankenship filed to replace the sign that
disappeared when the visitor bleachers and adjacent fencing were replaced. Jon will check on the sign.

¢ Fay reported that the CVB is considering moving from the Wildcat Den to the Chamber of Commerce
building. She stated that the buildings other tenant, the Oak Ridge Historic Preservation Association
{ORHPA) cannot afford to stay in the Wildcat Den without the rent from the CvB.

¢ Dan reported that the PEAK Racing Series has donated proceeds from a North Ridge Trail race to local
groups, including Greenways Oak Ridge.

Director’s Report:

e Jon reported that the new Agquatics Manager, Vonda Wooten, began work January 19th. She has hit the
ground running in her new position and is quickly working to evaluate pool operations and implement
improvements.

e He also provided an update on planning for the Secret City Festival, noting that the Special Events Board
had its first meeting February 4. He also stated that the headline entertainer for Friday night has made
a verbal commitment and that the Executive Committee is waiting on a signed contract. The Committee
is still working to find a headline act for the Saturday show.



Future Agenda Items:

e The Board will present its annual report to the City Council at the March meeting. That meeting will be
held on Monday, March 14" at 7 pm in the Municipal Building.

e Parks Division supervisor Billy Pickett and Crew Chief Wade Cordell will provide a report to the Board on
the Parks Division of the department at the March Board meeting.

Fay made a motion to adjourn and Naomi seconded the motion. The motion to adjourn was approved
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25pm.
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