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Continuing the Vision
Greenways and Greenbelts in Oak Ridge

Oak Ridge greenways are reminiscent of the 
“greenbelts” envisioned by the City planners. 
Originally, certain areas were set-aside as green-
belts, providing sanctuaries for wildlife, native 
plants and opportunities within the City, to enjoy 
nature in an unspoiled setting. This tradition con-
tinues today as surplus property becomes avail-
able from the Federal Government for develop-
ment and recreational usage.
     Oak Ridge has 48 greenbelt districts compris-
ing approximately 1,566 acres.
     Greenways seek to continue that tradition by 
providing residents a quiet, pristine atmosphere. 
Some greenways are actually laid out within exist-
ing Greenbelts.
     The Oak Ridge Greenways project is an ef-
fort to weave natural corridors through the City 
to community resources such as parks, schools, 
cultural centers, shopping areas, and areas of 
employment. The greenways are founded on three 
principles. First, where possible, the greenways 
follow natural corridors such as floodway zones 
or existing right-of-ways thus reducing conflicts 
with private land holdings. Second, the greenways 
are conceived as interconnected loops. Finally, the 
greenways are conceptually designed to connect 
those areas and resources which are of value to 
Oak Ridgers and which distinguish Oak Ridge as 
a special place in which to live.
     Oak Ridge has dedicated 13 greenways to date 
and plans to continue the network into a system of 
trails, walkways, and bike trails.

Greenway Usage
Guidelines

•	Everyone is encouraged to use the greenway trails 
during daylight hours.

•	 Pedestrians, bicyclists, and skaters share many greenways.
•	Bicyclists and skaters must always yield the right of 

way to pedestrians.
•	Bikers are reminded to pass on the left.
•	Pedestrians and handicapped individuals have the 

right of way.
•	Use caution when wearing headphones, as you may 

not be as alert to traffic and other activity around you.
•	Travel on the right side of the trail.
•	 No horses or motorized vehicles are permitted, other than 

motorized wheelchairs and official government vehicles.
•	Pets must be kept on leashes and droppings must be 

removed.
•	Skateboarding is prohibited.
•	Prevent vandalism, take your valuables with you or 

lock them securely in the trunk of your vehicle.

Questions or Comments: (865) 425-3450

Staying Safe
Greenway Usage

These trails are provided for your use and enjoyment. 
While efforts have been made to minimize hazards, trail 
users should be aware that despite efforts, some hazards 
might exist. These include, but may not be limited to the 
following: uneven or slippery trail surfaces; fallen trees 
or other trail obstructions; tripping hazards due to holes, 
rocks, invasive vegetation, vines, saplings, tree stumps or 
other debris and poorly marked trails due to damage or 
theft of trail markers, blazings or other signs.


